
1 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
            
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

TThhee  SSppoooonnbbiillll  
A Publication of the Ornithology Group (OG) 

of the Houston Outdoor Nature Club 
 

September 2005 
Vol. 54  No. 7 

 
Inside this issue: 

 

About the OG . . . . . . . . . . . 2                                              

August Meeting Minutes . . . . . . . . 2     

Chairman’s Message . . . . . . . . . 3     

Hummingbird Xtravaganza . . . . . . 3              

Field Trips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4      

TOS Winter Conference . . . . . . . . 5          

Clearing House . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Membership Form . . . . . . . . .  . . 8         

. 

 
August Meeting 

  
 
Monday, September 12, 2005 -- 7:00 p.m. 
Bayland Community Center  
     6400 Bissonnet, Houston 
 
Learning Corner, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Program: 
Texas Pelagics with John Arvin 

 
John Arvin has lived in Texas all his life and has 
been studying birds since childhood. After a 20-
year career of leading bird-watching tours to all 
parts of the hemisphere, especially Central and 
South America, he retired to continue to study and 
write about birds. John's special interests include 
the study of bird voices through tape recording, 
and the nocturnal migration of small land birds. In 
addition, he has participated in migration studies 
on offshore petroleum platforms in the Gulf of 
Mexico involving the use of computers to record 
and analyze the flight calls given by migrating 
birds at night. John has served as resident 
naturalist for a total of 40 months in Manu 
National Park and Biosphere Reserve in Peru. 
Current projects include a book on the status and 
distribution of south Texas birds, and a set of 
audio CDs of the voices of Peruvian birds and 
mammals. 
 
John has participated in pelagic trips off the Texas 
coast since their inception, and arranged the trips 
out of South Padre Island for several years before 
leaving TPWD to work as Research Coordinator 
for GCBO. 

 
Other Events 

 
Saturday, September 10: 
 Xtreme Hummingbird Xtravaganza 
 Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, Lake Jackson 
 
Wednesday, September 14: 
 Midweek Field Trip, Hermann Park 
 
Fri.-Sun., September 16-18 (Quarterly Trip) 
 Pelagic Trip from South Padre Is. 
 
Saturday, September 24: 
 Field Trip to Smith Point Hawk Watch 
 
October 3:  OG meeting 
 Chris Godfrey, Grouse Partners 
 
October 15:  OG field trip 
 Jones State Forest 
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Minutes of the August 1, 2005 Meeting 
Bayland Community Center 

Attendance: 50 
  
1. Learning Corner: Don Richardson gave a lively and descriptive 

presentation on dichotomies of "The Lord of the Rings," these 
lords being the Snowy, Piping, Wilson's, and Semipalmated 
Plovers, using marks including the color of the legs, the color 
on the backs, the markings  around the neck and head, and 
their bills. The remainder of the time was spent on the three 
"peeps,” Semipalmated, Weatern and Least Sandpipers. White-
rumped and Baird's Sandpipers were also discussed as to 
coloration, body shapes and stances, and length and color of 
legs. What time of year these birds are seen is crucial to  
identifying them. 

 2. Chairman Michael Williams called the meeting to order at 
7:10.  He noted that the delivery of The Spoonbill August issue 
was delayed, but that it would be in the mail tonight. 

3. No review of minutes until next month. 
4. Bird Sightings: Many Robins are being seen; Red -headed 

Woodpeckers in Memorial and Hermann Parks, Magnolia, 
Spring Branch area, and Trinity River area; immature Ruby-
throated hummer and Rufous hummer; Swallow-tailed Kite on 
highway between Liberty and Dayton; and Purple Martin roost 
in Sharpstown. A report was given on the awesome birds seen 
on Trinidad --180 species were viewed at Asa Wright Nature 
Centre and elsewhere. A report was given on the birds of 
Panama---225 species seen by the group. A Brazilian Cardinal 
was seen in Hawaii. "March of the Penguins" was said to be a must-see movie. 

5. Margret  Simmons, new Membership officer, stated that the OG website has the year’s field trips. She also reminded everyone 
to sign in so we have a count of members attending meetings. 

6. No report from Library.   
7. Newsletter submissions are due August 10.  Al Shultz stated that members may receive their Spoonbill on e-mail, and he is 

looking into whether this can save the club money in printing and postage. Anyone interested should let Al know. 
8. Environmental issues:  Mary Dodson stated the federal energy bill has passed; however, it is 1700 pages and has to be 

deciphered. A jetport has been proposed 5000 ft. from  the old West Airport--an environmental impact affecting not only 
birds but humans as well. 

9. Field trips; Bill Saulmon spoke for Adam Wood, OG Field Trip Coordinator, about the upcoming trip to Mad Island Marsh 
Preserve on Aug. 29, and the Quarterly Field Trip, Pelagic Birds off South Padre Island Sept.16-18. There are still openings; 
see The Spoonbill for details. Bill also commented on the great trip in May to Brazos Bend Park--all target birds were seen. 
Skip Almoney will begin monthly mid-week birding trips inside the Loop at 8:00a.m. starting in September.   

10.Yearly treasury report was given by  Jim Winn.  Members were given handouts presenting the budget for 2005-2006. The 
club had $6,825 which  increased by approximately $1300 as stated by Kathy Farr, during the meeting.  The funds are from 
the TOS Conference. 

11.Don Richardson, well-known birder in the Houston area, was introduced by Bernice Hotman.  He presented a program on 
"What Makes a Bird a Bird?" emphasizing what makes them tick and what they need in order to fly.  Their biggest assests are 
their hollow bones, air sacs throughout the body, very efficient metabolism and reproduction, feathers, excellent eyesight and 
other senses, flexible necks, and instinctive ability to navigate long distances by stars, sun, magnetic fields and memory. 
Some interesting facts: birds legs lock into place when they roost; owls fly silently; homing pigeons find their way home by 
smell; Peregrine Falcons can dive at tremendous speeds. It was "billed" as “OOOOOOOO--That's Neat!” but it was more 
"Birding 101.” 

12. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 --Shirley Mondshine 

About the Ornithology Group 
 
The Ornithology Group (OG) is a division of the Outdoor 
Nature Club (ONC), a non-profit organization dedicated to 
greater knowledge about the environment and wildlife of the 
Upper Texas Coast.  The OG is a club of individuals interested 
in all aspects of birding, including bird identification, listing 
bird sightings, competing in birding events, and preserving bird 
habitat.  Some members study bird behavior, biology, 
distribution and migration, while others just enjoy watching 
birds.  The organization is designed to accommodate these 
diverse birding interests.  Monthly meetings and field trips 
provide an opportunity to interact with and learn from experts in 
local and international birding. 
 
Chair:       Michael Williams     713-228-9064 
Vice-Chair:    Bernice Hotman        713-782-7889 
Secretary:    Shirley & Raymond Mondshine  

      713-774-1413    
Treasurer:    Jim Winn      713-464-8057 
Clearing House:    David Sarkozi      713-412-4409 
Library:     Andy Scott      281-537-9690 
Membership:        Margret Simmons      713-776-2511 
 
Spoonbill:    Al Shultz      281-829-0970 
       Email:  og_spoonbill@earthlink.net 
 

OG website:              http://www.ornithologygroup.org/ 
ONC website:   http://www.outdoornatureclub.org/ 
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Chairman’s Message

Dear Fellow OG members, 
I hope that the August meeting was enjoyable for those in attendance.  It was reminiscent 

of my first series of meetings with the OG.  Don Richardson exhibited a talent for reanimating 
knowledge that is probably common to OG members.  His program was presented in such a 
fashion as to appear as new information to the listener.  I didn’t look around as he was speaking 
because, like rest of you, I felt as if I was spellbound by a master storyteller.  I certainly want to 
thank Bernice Hotman for securing him for the program.  I would encourage OG members to 
invite their friends to our meetings.  It is my belief that the success will be repeated, if you refer 
to our program schedule.   
 I would also like to thank Jim Winn for presenting the budget to the membership.  I look 
forward to more discussion about budget items at future meetings.  If you have any questions 
about budget issues, please do not hesitate to contact me or Jim Winn by e-mail or telephone.   
 I’m looking forward to the TOS conference in January.  This conference will bring many 
working ornithologists to Houston.  This opportunity should be appreciated by birders old and 
new.  Many thanks to Kathy Farr for the work she is doing in preparation for the conference.  It 
is my sincere wish that OG members be willing to help make this event a success.  This 
conference and the events that accompany it will take place in our back yard.  Who could be a 
better host than the OG and the Katy Prairie Conservancy?  This event will be a big feather in 
the cap of the OG.  

--Michael Williams 

 
 

GCBO Xtreme Hummingbird Xtravaganza 
September 10, 2005 

 
See migrating Ruby-throated 

Hummingbirds fueling up on garden flowers 
and feeders as they prepare for their 
southbound journey to the tropics. Visit the 
Nature Store, listen to speakers on 
hummingbird biology and gardening, watch 
Hummingbird banding and join Adopt-A-
Hummingbird activities. Hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.   
$2.00 per adult and youth under 18 free. 

OG will again have a booth at this 
event. Skip Almoney is unable to attend this 
year, and I have agreed to coordinate 
volunteers to “person” our booth. Shifts will be 
2 hours each, with two people per shift. If you 
are planning to attend this great event, why 
not spend two hours of your time educating 
folks about OG? Call me at 713-939-9375. Or 
send me an e-mail at  kafarr@hal-pc.org. 
Volunteers get in free!! 

--Kathy Farr 

 
Directions to GCBO 

From Houston, take 288 south to Lake 
Jackson. As soon as you arrive in Lake 
Jackson, take a right onto 2004 west. 
Continue on 2004 west to the 2nd traffic 
light, which will be HWY 332, turn west 
(right). On 332 you will see the Girl Scout 
camp on the left, then just before you get 
to the bridge over Buffalo Camp Bayou 
take a left onto a semi-paved road. Look 
for the large white sign with our name in 
blue letters. Drive down through the red 
gate and through the woods to our 
building on the right. You cannot see the 
building from the road. Also you can 
check out the map at www.gcbo.org.�
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OG Mid-Week Birding Trips 

 
The OG will sponsor a mid-week birding trip the 
second Wednesday of each month from September 
through May.  These will be informal birding trips 
with Skip Almoney as the leader.  Skip will be at the 
site at 8:00 P.M. and the trip will not last beyond 12 
noon.  Depending on the birds and the number of 
participant the trip may not be a full 4 hours.  Each 
location listed below is near the city of Houston with 
only a few outside the Beltway 8.  Anyone is 
welcome and we will meet unless the weather is 
seriously inclement.  Directions to the meeting places 
at these sites will be listed in the Spoonbill for the 
month of the trip. 
 
September 2005 Midweek Birding Trip:  September 14 at Hermann Park     
The leader for this trip will be Skip Almoney. He will be at the designated meeting point at 8:00 a.m. and the 
trip will not last beyond 12 noon. We will be birding several habitats including open oaks, a small prairie, 
along Brays Bayou and a wooded forest. The meeting place will be the parking lot in the Bayou Parkland 
portion of Hermann Park.  This parking area is on the west side of Almeda Road between Holcombe 
Boulevard and South Macgregor Way.  Look for the Bayou Parkland Pavilion adjoining the parking area. 

   
 

 

OG Mid-Week Birding Trips 
 

September 2005 Hermann Park  
October 2005 Houston Arboretum 
November 2005 Cullinan Park 
December 2005 Timbergrove Park 
January 2006 Sims Bayou Nature Center 
February 2006 Russ Pittman Park 
March 2006 Addicks Reservoir 
April 2006 Herman Brown Park 
May 2006 Hermann Park  

September Hawk Watch Field Trip 
 

Our second monthly field trip is our annual Hawk Watch trip to Smith Point. Dick Benoit, 
the Senior Hawk Watch counter, will lead us through the hawk-watching process. John 
Arvin is planning on lining up some additional activities for us while we are there, such as: 
banding, rehabbed raptor demonstrations, etc.. So come and join us for a day of looking 
up at not the stars but kettles of hawks soaring overhead. It should be a memorable 
experience that you don’t want to miss. 
 
Meet at the hawk watch tower at Smith Point at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 24, 
2005. From Houston, take I-10 east to exit 812. (Coming from the east on I-10, take exit 
813.) Turn south on Highway 61, go to the 4-way stop. Proceed through the 4-way where 
the road becomes FM 562. Follow FM 562 until a fork (Y) in the road. Follow to the right at 
the Y. After approximately 14 miles you will arrive in the small village of Smith Point. 
Continue straight towards the bay and follow the black and white Hawk Watch signs, 
turning left to reach the tower. It will take approximately 1½ hour to 2 hours to get there 
from Houston, so I suggest leaving around 6:30 a.m.. Make sure to bring binoculars, a hat, 
sunscreen, raingear (in case it rains, but we will bird rain or shine), water, and snacks if 
you would like (there is a gas station nearby with a food mart). 
 
 --Adam Wood, OG Field Trip Coordinator    713-515-1692     Birdman_570@yahoo.com 
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TOS-OG-KPC Winter Conference 
January 13 – 15, 2006 

Several times a year TOS (Texas Ornithological Society) partners with birding groups around 
Texas for a birding conference. OG and Katy Prairie Conservancy (KPC) have been asked to co-sponsor 
the Winter 2005-6 conference. This is an exciting opportunity to join TOS and expose the Texas birding 
community to the wonders of the Katy Prairie. It will also be great to have a birding event at home. Our 
participation will result in positive exposure for OG, as well as add a portion of profits to our coffers. 

There will be field trips to the Prairie (including several on private KPC land), several local State 
Parks, and an evening of owl prowling. Mary Anne Piacentini will speak on the history of KPC and its 
conservation efforts Friday night, and Fred Collins has agreed to give us a history of the Prairie and its 
birds at the Saturday night banquet. 

Put these dates on your calendar! In the not too distant future there will be more specific 
information and a call for volunteers to help with administrative duties, lead field trips, and to act as trip 
liaisons. 

--Kathy Farr 

 
Clearing House 

by David Sarkozi -- david@sarkozi.net -- 713-412-4409 
 

Species that are listed as abundant to uncommon for the whole month are summarized. Records for rare to 
vagrant status are listed in full. Those records that are very rare for that week of the year are in bold; those that are 
new for that week of the year are bold and underlined.  

Please enter your reports via the OG website at www.ornithologygroup.org   You can also send reports to me 
via regular mail and e-mail. 
 

May 2005 
 
Observers:  Al Shultz, Allyson Marceau, Art Mackinnon, Bob Honig, Carole Hughes, Carolyn Dill, Charlie Bower, Cin-Ty Lee, Dave Stewart, David Sarkozi, Don 
Richardson, Don Verser, Dwayne Litteer, John & April Cocanower, John Berner, Johnnie Greene, Kathy Reiser, Lalise Mason, Linda Scott, Mary Dodson, Mike 
Austin, Paul Fagala, Ron Weeks, Steve Gross, Steve Gross, Nick Wallisch, Howard Smith, Tracy Keltonic, Winnie Burkett 
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Not a lot of data, but some really interesting reports. Early/late shorebirds dominated. Wood Storks made an early 
appearance. Mississippi Kites are unusually abundant this year for the UTC. 128 species were recorded.   
 
Observers: Bolivar Bird Count, Cin-Ty Lee, David Sarkozi, John Berner, Kathy Reiser, Mike Austin, Wayne Wendel, Dorothy Cooney, Bob & Maggie Honig, 
Gerald and Dee Little, Bill Saulmon, Harry Elliott, Joseph Kennedy.  
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OOuuttddoooorr  NNaattuurree  CClluubb  
      OOrrnniitthhoollooggyy  GGrroouupp 
P.O. Box 270894 
Houston  TX  77277-0894 

TO START OR RENEW A MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Name:____________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

              __________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________________________ 

E-Mail: ___________________________________ 

     Individual           Family 
ONC Annual Dues:      $  8.00      $ 15.00 
OG Annual Dues:      $ 14.00      $ 19.00 
  Total:     $ 22.00      $ 34.00 
Additional contributions are welcome in any amount. 
 
 Send to: 
  Outdoor Nature Club 
  PO Box 270894 
  Houston  TX  77277-0894 
 
Membership questions?  Contact Margret Simmons 

        phone 713-776-2511 
         msimmons@compassnet.com 

Electronic Spoonbill 
 

To receive a PDF version of The Spoonbill  
by email each month, contact: 
og_spoonbill@earthlink.net    or 
msimmons@compassnet.com 

 
Comments or suggestions for The Spoonbill?  
How about a story or news item?   
 
E-mail:   og_spoonbill@earthlink.net 


