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January Meeting 
  

Monday, January 7, 2008 -- 7:00 p.m. 
Bayland Community Center  
6400 Bissonnet, Houston 

 
Learning Corner (6:30):  Michael Williams 
 
Program:   Bird Banding 

Robert and Kay Lookingbill each grew up loving the 
outdoors and nature in general.  Robert and 
Kay started birding together soon after they met and 
have been avid recreational birders their 
entire married life.   
 
They both retired from the chemical industry and in 
2000 became interested in bird banding.  After they 
completed their training, they each received a federal 
bird banding permit.  They work on a variety of 
projects to band hummingbirds and passerines in 
Texas.  They also band raptors and have worked on 
projects in Montana and New Jersey as well as in 
Texas.  Robert and Kay spent 2 weeks at Cape May 
capturing raptors this fall. 
 
A provision of a grant for two habitat restoration 
projects in Brazoria County requires bird monitoring 
surveys be completed to evaluate the effectiveness of 
these restoration projects.  As an integral part of this 
requirement, in March 2006 Robert and Kay 
established a permanent, year- round bird banding 
station at GCBO headquarters in Lake Jackson.  They 
have banded birds one morning per month to 
establish baseline data of the avifauna at the GCBO 
site in the Columbia Bottomlands ecosystem. 
 
Robert and Kay will discuss their up close look at birds 
during our January meeting.�
 
 

Other Events 
 

January 19: Chappell Hill, Washington 
County with Darrell Vollert 

January 24-27: Winter Quarterly Trip 
Calhoun County including 
Guadalupe Delta WMA 

February 16: Monthly Trip,  
Attwater Prairie Chicken NWR 
 

March Trip (date to be determined) 
 San Bernard NWR  
(Yellow and Black Rails) 
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Minutes of the Monthly OG Meeting 
Monday, December 3, 2007 
 
Meeting Place:  Bayland Community Center 
Number of Attendees:  78 
 
1. Learning Corner:   Bernice Hotman had a 

handout entitled “Name That Duck”.  She discussed 
the ways to identify ducks and other duck-like birds 
(such as loons, grebes, geese, coots and gallinules) 
by looking at the location of white color on the 
birds.    

2. Sightings:  Bernice Hotman opened the meeting at 
7:00 p.m. with bird sightings.  Sightings included 
Broad-Tailed Hummingbirds, a Vermilion 
Flycatcher and Eastern Bluebirds at El Franco Lee 
Park, Scissor-tailed Flycatchers on the Katy Prairie, 
Couch’s Kingbirds in Waller County, a Ferruginous 
Hawk, Red-breasted Nuthatches in Friendswood and 
a Peregrine Falcon at the Waugh Street Bridge.    

3. Minutes of the November meeting were accepted 
as printed in The Spoonbill. 

4. Membership:  Margret Simmons encouraged 
everyone to sign in.  Dues for 2008 can also be paid 
now.   

5. Christmas Mountains:  The vote to sell this land 
in the Big Bend area has been delayed.  Jim Winn 
encouraged everyone to write to the School Land 
Board to oppose this sale to private interests.   

6. Spoonbill Deadline:  The deadline for submissions 
is December 10.  Please send your submissions to Al 
Shultz. 

7. Houston Christmas Count:  Liz Zivley had 
information and directions about this count taking 
place December 15, 2007.   

8. Cypress Creek CBC:   Bob Honig announced that 
this count taking place on January 1, 2008 needs 
volunteers. 

9. Buffalo Bayou CBC:  Michael Williams is 
looking for volunteers for the December 29, 2007 
count.  The countdown dinner will be at Luby’s at 
Town & Country.  Michael is also trying to find 
copies of “Ducks at a Glance” for everyone. 

10. Galveston Featherfest 2008:  Skip Almoney 
needs volunteers to serve as liaisons next April. 

11. Refreshments:  Volunteers are needed to provide 
refreshments at our monthly meeting.  If you can 
help, please contact Patsy Lawrence.   

12. Field Trips:  Adam Wood reported that the 
December field trip will be the Houston Christmas 
Bird Count on December 15.  This provides an 
excellent opportunity to practice citizen science.  
The quarterly trip to Calhoun County will take place 
January 24-27, 2008.  Brent Ortego will lead the 
group on Friday, January 25, to the Guadalupe Delta 
WMA.    Additional information is on OG’s website.  
If interested, please let Adam know.   Last month’s 
field trip to Brazos Bend State Park and the Davis 
Estates was a great success with 42 participants, a 
record for OG field trips.  A highlight of the trip was 
the Vermilion Flycatchers.      

13. Program:  Bill Harwell introduced John O’Neill.  
John is a very gifted painter of birds.  John showed 
slides and talked about his book, Great Texas Birds.  
This book has 50 beautiful paintings by John as well 
as commentary by 50 different people.   We also 
enjoyed John’s stories about growing up on 2 acres 
in Spring Branch where birds and wildlife were 
plentiful.       

14. Meeting adjourned about 8:15 p.m. 
 

--Cindy Douglass, Secretary of OG 
 

About the Ornithology Group 
 
The Ornithology Group (OG) is a division of the Outdoor 
Nature Club (ONC), a non-profit organization dedicated to 
greater knowledge about the environment and wildlife of the 
Upper Texas Coast.  The OG is a club of individuals interested 
in all aspects of birding, including bird identification, listing 
bird sightings, competing in birding events, and preserving bird 
habitat.  Some members study bird behavior, biology, 
distribution and migration, while others just enjoy watching 
birds.  The organization is designed to accommodate these
diverse birding interests.  Monthly meetings and field trips 
provide an opportunity to interact with and learn from experts in 
local and international birding. 
 
Chair:       Bernice Hotman        713-782-7889 
Vice-Chair:    Pam Smolen      832-212-1368 
Secretary:    Cindy Douglass      713-644-4803 
Treasurer:    Jim Winn      713-464-8057 
Clearing House:    David Sarkozi      713-412-4409 
Library:     Andy Scott      281-251-4815 
Membership:        Margret Simmons      713-776-2511 
Field Trips:    Adam Wood      713-515-1692 
Learning Corner:    Michael Williams      713-228-9064 
 
The Spoonbill:    Al Shultz      281-829-0970 
       Email:  og_spoonbill@earthlink.net 

OG website:              http://www.ornithologygroup.org/ 
ONC website:   http://www.outdoornatureclub.org/ 
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Trip Announcement:  Chappell Hill, Washington County 
January 19, 2008 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. in front of Lesser's Store 
Fee: $10 for Minimum 10 people (less if more than 10 attend this trip)  

This month’s trip will be to Chappell Hill in Washington County, and it will be led by Darrell Vollert. A native 
of Chappell Hill in Washington County, Texas, Darrel has documented approximately 300 species of birds in 
Washington County since 1997. Darrell is an active member of the National Audubon Society, Texas 
Ornithological Society, American Birding Association, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, American Bird 
Conservancy, Native Plant Society of Texas, and The Nature Conservancy. He is truly a local expert and it 
is a real treat to have him lead this trip.  

The main targets for this trip will be wintering sparrows (as many as 14 species are possible in this area) 
and finding the often elusive American Woodcock. Other species we could encounter are Hairy 
Woodpecker, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Pine Siskin and Purple Finch.  

Directions: We will meet in front of Lesser's Store in downtown Chappell Hill at 8 a.m. Lesser's Store is the 
last business on your left-hand side driving north on FM1155 through downtown Chappell Hill. The 
downtown area is a half-mile north of US290. The store is a white, wood-frame building just north of 
Chappell Hill Bank. To get there, take US 290 north out of Houston to FM 1155. Head north (right) on FM 
1155. 

Be sure to bring: $10 for guide fee, binoculars, hat, sunscreen, a jacket in case it is cold, rain gear in case it 
rains, waterproof boots, water, snacks, camera (if you wish), and a spotting scope (I am not sure that it will 
be necessary on this trip but it is always good to have one just in case). We will be stopping for lunch 
in downtown Chappell Hill; you will not need to bring a lunch unless you prefer to.  

 
  Winter Quarterly Trip -- Calhoun County and Guadalupe Delta WMA 

January 24-27, 2008 

This winter’s quarterly trip will be to Calhoun County on the Central Texas Coast. We will be birding the 
Guadalupe Delta WMA on Friday with Brent Ortego. Brent is complier for the Mad Island Marsh and 
Guadalupe Delta WMA Christmas Bird Counts, which regularly have among the highest species counts in 
the nation. While in the WMA we will get the opportunity to bird a nice riparian woodland in the Guadalupe 
River bottom, some freshwater marshes, tidal marshes and thorn-scrub.  

Since Brent will be unable to lead us for the rest of the trip, I am still working on lining up a leader for 
Saturday. At this point I expect it will be either Brush Freeman or Petra Hockey. They both know the area 
very well and are top-notch birders.  The plan will be to bird a few of the other hot spots in Calhoun County 
like Magic Ridge, Magnolia Beach and Port Lavaca Bird Sanctuary. Sunday morning will be spent birding 
some fresh-water marshes that should be very productive for rails and Marsh Wrens, as well as several 
species of dabbling ducks and geese.    

We will be staying at the Quality Inn in Victoria, Texas; phone 361-578-2030. I have 10 rooms currently 
blocked out, at a rate of $60 a night plus tax; when you call to reserve your room, please tell them that you 
are with the Houston Ornithology Group. Also, please let me know so I can keep track of how many rooms 
have been taken. We will meet in the lobby of the hotel at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday night to go to dinner.  

Be sure to bring: binoculars, water, snacks, a hat, sunscreen, warm clothes in case it is cold, rain gear in 
case it rains, camera and spotting scope if you have one. Lunches should not be necessary because we will 
be stopping to eat or pick up lunch on Friday and Saturday. 

 
~ Adam Wood, OG Field Trip Coordinator     birdsondabrain@earthlink.net    713-515-1692 



5 

 
 
 

Field Trip Report -- Brazos Bend State Park -- November 17, 2007 

Forty-two participants enjoyed a relatively nice day 
of birding in Brazos Bend State Park and Davis 
Estates. It was cloudy all day long but the rains 
managed to hold off except for a brief period in the 
afternoon while we were out on Davis Estates. Bill 
Godley, one of the parks naturalists, led the trip 
and he also was able to get us access to Davis 

Estates, which was a special treat because 
normally the only time that birders can get on Davis 
Estates is during the Brazos Bend Christmas Bird 
Count. We spent the morning birding around 40 
Acre Lake and the prairie across from 40 Acre 
Lake. We went over to the pavilion at Elm Lake for 
lunch where we managed to find the local 

Upcoming Trips, Spring 2008 
 
March 2008 (date to be announced):  San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge 

The March monthly trip will be a very special one. We will be spending the first part of the trip searching for 
the Yellow and Black Rails. Most birders refer to the Black Rail as the holy grail of birds because it is one of 
the hardest birds to find and see well. Jennifer Wilson with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will serve 
as our guide, and as a bonus she will do a banding demonstration with the rails. Jennifer has 
been monitoring the rails during the spring for the past several years. She knows where they tend to be 
concentrated, so there is a very high likelihood that we will see both rails. We will be in a part of the refuge 
that is not accessible to the public, so it is a great birding opportunity for other species as well. We should 
encounter Marsh and Sedge Wrens, ducks, geese, Virginia Rail, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Sprague's Pipit, 
and wintering sparrows including Grasshopper and Seaside Sparrows.    

I can't set a date for this trip until a week or two prior, because we will need to wait for a day with a warm 
morning so the birds will not lose too much body heat while they are being banded. If you are interested in 
this trip, keep checking the website for a date to be posted, or let me know that you are interested and I will 
email all interested parties with the date and time for this trip as soon as it is known. I will also post a 
message to the OG Listserve with the date and time when I get word from Jennifer. 

 

May 8-13, 2008:  Owl Workshop in Montana 
Fee: $1575 (plus transport to Missoula, MT); $300 Deposit due April 1; Limit 3-8 People 

Since the Southeast Arizona trip was such a success I am planning another longer trip that I think you all 
will enjoy. This time we are headed to the beautiful Mission and Flathead Valleys in Montana to participate 
in an Owl Workshop led by Denver Holt, a wildlife researcher and founder and president of the Owl 
Research Institute and the Ninepipes Center for Wildlife Research and Education, located in Charlo, 
Montana. If you got a chance to hear Denver speak at an OG meeting last year, you know what a 
knowledgeable person he is. Assisting Denver on this trip will be Megan Fylling, a wildlife biologist who has 
studied birds and their ecology throughout the western U.S., and has been guiding tours for the past three 
years.  

Most of the trip will be spent looking for owls: Boreal, Great Gray, Long-eared, Northern Saw-whet, 
Northern Pygmy and Short-eared Owl. We stand a good chance at seeing all these owls as well as a few 
owls that we are pretty familiar with -- the Barred, Barn and Great-horned Owls – so it is possible to see up 
to nine species of owls on this trip. Though the focus will be on Owls, other good birds we should 
encounter are Trumpeter Swan, Greater Scaup, Common Merganser, Gray Partridge, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Western Grebe, Golden Eagle, Black-billed Magpie, Steller's Jay, Mountain Bluebird and Yellow-
headed Blackbird.  

This should be a great trip full of wonderful moments that you will not want to miss. If you are interested in 
going, please let me know and I will let you know where you need to send the deposit to reserve your spot. 

~ Adam Wood, OG Field Trip Coordinator     birdsondabrain@earthlink.net    713-515-1692 
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Vermilion Flycatcher, a life bird for at least one of 
the participants. After finishing lunch we headed 
over to Davis Estates. Just as we got there it 
started to rain. We started out by scoping the big 
lake across from the Fort Bend County Landfill and 
found five Gadwalls, three Lesser Scaup, and a 
fourth bird that morphed from a Canvasback to a 
Redhead to finally a fourth Lesser Scaup. I wound 
up making the Redhead call, and after looking 
through what we all decided was the superior 
scope of the group (a Leica), agreed that it was 
indeed a Lesser Scaup. After finding not much else 
on the lake we went into Davis Estates. 
Unfortunately only one Palm Warbler was found by 
one participant and it did not hang around. We did 
add White-crowned Sparrow to the list but dipped 
on getting a Song Sparrow. Then, as participants 
were leaving, two Sandhill Cranes flew quietly 
overhead to end the day.  

Other highlights for the trip were finding a very 
cooperative Marsh Wren along 40 Acre Lake, 

getting brief glimpses of Sedge Wrens within about 
two feet from the observation platform in the prairie 
across from the 40 Acre Lake parking area, and 
finding a lingering Yellow Warbler near Hoots 
Hollow. We also had some nice up-close 
experiences with some Green Herons on 40 Acre 
Lake.  

Overall for the trip we observed 59 species. A big 
thanks to Bill Godley for leading this wonderful trip 
and doing a wonderful job of handling all 42 
participants, which was about three times as many 
as I was expecting. I hope everybody had as 
wonderful a time as I did. Forty-two participants is a 
record for the field trips that I have organized, so I 
want to thank everybody for coming out and 
helping to make this a truly wonderful trip. Hope to 
see you all on future trips. We have some great 
ones still to come. 

        ~ Adam Wood

 
 

Clearing House -- November 2007 
David Sarkozi    david@sarkozi.net    713-412-4409 

  
This is a summary of birds reported to eBird. (http://ebird.org/content/tx/) Unusual birds are in bold. Location detail on unusual 
birds is in the following format: Location[County]:date.  There were 205 species reported for the Upper Texas Coast (Brazoria, 
Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, and Jefferson Counties) for November 2007 from 355 checklists.  
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Outdoor Nature Club 
   Ornithology Group 
P.O. Box 270894 
Houston  TX  77277-0894 

TO START OR RENEW A MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Name:____________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

              __________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________________________ 

E-Mail: ___________________________________ 

     Individual           Family 
ONC Annual Dues:      $  8.00      $ 15.00 
OG Annual Dues:      $ 14.00      $ 19.00 
  Total:     $ 22.00      $ 34.00 
Additional contributions are welcome in any amount. 
 
 Send to: 
  Outdoor Nature Club 
  PO Box 270894 
  Houston  TX  77277-0894 
 
Membership questions?  Contact Margret Simmons 

        phone 713-776-2511 
         msimmons@compassnet.com 

 
Discount for Electronic Spoonbill 

 
Members who do not wish to receive 
a printed copy of The Spoonbill can 
save $4 off their dues:  
 

Individual           Family 
ONC      $  8.00     $ 15.00 
OG        $ 10.00       $ 15.00 
Total    $ 18.00     $ 30.00 
 

To receive a PDF version of  
The Spoonbill  by email each month, 
contact: og_spoonbill@earthlink.net    

or msimmons@compassnet.com 
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